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ATTACHED, PLEASE FIND A COPY OF MY PREPARED STATEMENT I N  
SUPPORT OF THIS PROJECT, GIVEN AT THIS YEARS YEARLY HOMEOWNER 
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Hillcrest Bay Homeowners meeting October 2Oth, 2007 

The last of the three petitions asked this question: Do you want the utilities put 
underground? Are you willing to pay your share to do so? 
A large majority, over 60% of you, sad  yes! 

In addition, some owners who were reluctant to sign the last petition, said they 
would support the project, if the majority supported it, or said that it would be a 
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Address: John Sears, Underground Utility Chairman 

Good Morning! 

Three years ago the Arizona Republic newspaper featured an article about four 
communities, in the greater Phoenix area, who had elected to pay to remove their 
overhead utilities and enhance their communities by putting in new underground 
systems. 

Mindful then, as we are today, of our aging and dangerous overhead system. [Our 
30 year old wooden telephone poles, now falling into the streets, and the maze of 
clustered power and phone lines over our homes, our streets and ourselves], we 
wondered if Hillcrest Bay could make this same improvement. 

So we asked ourselves this question: 

What would it take for the owners of Hillcrest Bay to completely remove this 
problem overhead system, remove it, and place new utilities underground, as other 
communities have done, to be safer and to improve their properties? 

To answer that question we began by discussing this with our County Supervisor. 
We discussed this with the management of Arizona Public Service and Verizon. We 
hired a very experienced energy consultant, Alex Romero, who has been involved 
With major projects all over the southwest. [Alex was in New Orleans after Katrina, 
with the Army Corp of Engineers.] We took his advice and brought trenching 
contractors and electrical contractors to Hillcrest Bay for evaluation of the project. 
We worked with the county inspector and engineers from APS, Verizon and more. 

During this three years, we asked you the owners, by way of petition, what you 
wanted us to do? Three separate petitions were sent to you. 

The 1 st petition asked: In order to proceed, should Hillcrest Bay form an 
Underground Utility District? 
The majority of you said yes. 

The 2nd petition asked: Should the cost for an under ground utility system, be 
determined? 
The majority of you said yes and that was done. 



great improvement to Hillcrest Bay, even though they did not care to sign the 
petition. 

All together then, fully 2/3rds of owners have viewed this project as a desirable 
improvement. 

So where are we now? 

Three years later, and three petitions later, we have gone from asking, “what would 
it take to clean up Hillcrest Bay by removing this ugly outdated over our head 
system” to finding ourselves in a place where this proposed underground project 
could actually happen. 

LaPaz County validated the petitions and the results are up to the Arizona 
Corporation Commission. The Corporation Commission will be the ones to decide 
whether or not this project will be built. If the Underground Utility Project is to 
move forward the continued support of Hillcrest Bay property owners for this 
project is essential. 

If these power poles, power lines and telephone lines are going to ever come down; 
if we are going to prevent 40 ADDITIONAL power poles from being installed on 
our streets; if this major and dramatic improvement to Hillcrest Bay is to be made, 
ever, now is the time to do it. This is a one time opportunity for us that will not 
come around again anytime soon and never again at this price. Tearing down the 
old system and having all new utility systems, safer, out of sight and enhancing the 
appearance of our properties, is the right thing to do. 

The opportunity to make this major improvement to Hillcrest Bay is here now, and 
now is the right time. 

Thank You 


